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ABSTRACT 



Experiences of Bosnian adult refugees within the Swedish 
educational system raise questions of diversity and indications of 
institutionalized discrimination. Approaches to diversity within the 
education system reflect those approaches within the social system of the 
nation. Sweden is presently moving toward a uniform and more restrictive 
European refugee policy. The reorganization of the Swedish education system 
has involved an ideological shift toward teacher efficiency, 

internationalization, democratization, and student orientation. Many teachers 
are finding themselves caught between mixed loyalties to their peer group or 
organization and student expectations and needs. The symbol of Janus has been 
used to represent the identification and manifestation of minority cultures 
in Sweden where some believe minority culture must be controlled by 
institutionalized authoritarian means. The adult education system is one of 
many institutionalized instruments of control of marginalized groups within 
society. Swedish language teachers who stress the absolute necessity of being 
able to write and speak fluent Swedish may not be aware of how their teaching 
may be perceived as assertions of power and control by refugee students . 
Language is a central component of the idea of diversity. The position is 
taken that those who persist through pedagogical practice in emphasizing the 
passive consumption of knowledge and skills are expediting institutionalized 
discrimination. (Contains 33 references) (YLB) 
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Sat! on, sail on 
0 mighty Ship of State ! 

To the Shores of Need 
Past the Reefs of Greed 
Through the Squalls of Hate 
Sail on, sail on, sail on... 

Leonard Cohen Democracy 1992 



Refugees and adult education is the working title of a longitudinal study of experiences 
of Bosnian adult refugees within the Swedish educational system. Based on fieldwork, 
the critical perspectives used in this study are both pedagogical and sociological. This 
paper deals mainly with questions of diversity and indications of institutionalized discri- 
mination within the Swedish adult education system. The underlying premise suggests, 
although not conclusively, that discrimination is a reality of everyday pedagogical prac- 
tice, and within the education system as such. Some possible causes of marginalization, 
alienation and discrimination are discussed by considering the role of teachers and 
educational organizations as cultural workers or gatekeepers of the cultural codes to 
society. This paper presents few answers, but poses many questions. 



1. Introduction 

Pedagogy has in co-operation with other disciplines an increasingly important part to 
play in making explicit overt and covert political interests within multicultural educa- 
tion, and in analysing questions of culture, language and ethnicity. Pedagogy should not 
indulge in an idealization of differences since such idealization merely reinforces esta- 
blished dominants, disciplinary practice and established power structures. This paper 
discusses institutionalized discrimination in the pedagogical context of everyday adult 
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